K-5 Benchmarks by Grade Level
(All skills developed at each grade level are considered to be ongoing and cumulative.)
Kindergarten students will…
     Distinguish between speaking, shouting, whispering and singing voices.
     Sing on pitch while maintaining a steady beat.
     Reproduce rhythmic patterns through movement and/or classroom instruments.
     Recognize and describe musical elements while listening. (high/low, loud/soft, fast/slow)
1st grade students will…
      Sing songs and play musical games from various cultures.
      Perform an instrumental ostinato while others sing a melody.
      Read and perform rhythmic symbols in 4/4 meter.  (quarter note, two eighth notes, and quarter rest)
      Relate musical selections to a feeling, idea, or character.
           
2nd grade students will…
      Sing songs expressively with appropriate dynamics and interpretation.
      Read and perform rhythmic symbols in 4/4 meter. 
              (add half notes, dotted half notes, and whole notes and corresponding rests)
      Read and sing simple intervals on pitch (do, re, mi, so, la)
      Improvise simple melodies vocally, instrumentally, or kinesthetically.
           
3rd grade students will…
      Sing two-part rounds and simple melodies with ostinati.
      Read and perform solfege syllables in the pentatonic scale.
                 (low so, low la, do, re, mi, so, la, high do)
      Identify the basic elements of form in songs. (eg. ABA, verse/refrain)
      Recognize and perform songs in different meters. (2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8)
      Read treble clef notes using letter names.
      Analyze significant composers and compositions and relate them to their historical and cultural context.
4th grade students will…
      Sing partner songs and 3-part rounds.
      Read and perform rhythmic notation. (add sixteenth notes, dotted rhythms)
      Compose simple melodies using treble clef notes.
      Read and perform simple melodies on the recorder.
      Identify symbols and traditional terms referring to dynamics, tempo, and articulation
                            
5th grade students will…
      Sing music in 2-part harmony.
      Read and sing all intervals up to one octave in solfege.
      Perform independent instrumental parts while other students sing or play contrasting parts.
      Use standard notation to record their musical ideas and the musical ideas of others.
      Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of musical performances and offer constructive suggestions for improvement.
